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1985   up   to   now,   and   subsequently   at   making   these   maps 
available   for   the   different   users.   To   develop   such   a 
climatological database of solar radiation, images of the visible 
channel   of   the   series   of  Meteosat   satellites   are   used.   Once 
properly processed, such satellite images can produce maps of 




been selected,   in  part  because  it   is  one of   the most  accurate 
available  method,   in   part   because   of   its   inherent   robustness 
(Cano  et  al.,   1986.  Diabaté  et  al.,   1988,  1989;  Beyer  et  al., 
1996).   It  makes use of a cloud index,  which is derived from 
values of apparent albedo extracted from the satellite images. 
This   cloud   index   characterises   the   transmittance   of   the 








improvement  of   the Heliosat method regarding accuracy,  and 
more   generally   quality.   Thus,   four  modifications   have   been 
investigated in order to design a better version of Heliosat: the 




method,   the values  of  hourly global  solar  radiation estimated 
from high   resolution   satellite   images  will   be   compared  with 
ground measurements.





Heliosat  method  will   be   applied   to   a   large   database   of  B2 
Meteosat images to obtain the climatological database of solar 
radiation.   Finally,   this   database   of   solar   radiation   will   be 
available on the WWW for the different users :  http://www-
helioserve.cma.fr/.
The   presentation   will   address   the   present   status   of   the 
HelioClim Project. After a short description of the Project, the 
improvements already brought to the Heliosat method will be 
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